
Course number: JURI 2996/POLI 3127 Research Methods. Prof.: Dr. Julian Hermida 

RESEARCH METHODS: FINAL TAKE-HOME EXAM 

 

You have to complete both tasks from Section A and any three tasks from Section B. This take-

home exam evaluates your ability to apply the methods, theories, and principles that we discussed. 

Please note that everything we discussed during the live sessions is included in the notes and slides 

posted on the course website. So, if you missed a live session you still have the information on the 

course website. Clarity and precision are essential. In all your answers, you must refer only to sources 

(topics, theories, elements, examples, readings, cases, etc.) that we discussed in class (or that are in 

the class notes and slides if you missed class). No outside sources may be referred to or included 

in your answers. You are not permitted to consult with anyone about this test. Please do not ask me 

questions about the test once this test is posted online. As a matter of fairness, I do not want to give 

answers to some students that others do not have the benefit (or detriment) of hearing. You will simply 

have to use your own judgment about how to handle any possible difficulties, including the 

interpretation of the questions and tasks. Submission: You need to submit this final take-home test 

to the Algoma University Moodle platform for this course in a MS Word document by the 

deadline, i.e., Wednesday, April 14, 2021 by 10 pm EST. 

 

Section A: (50%) 

1. Design a short research project based on the following article. Include the research problem 

(whose structure must abide by Laudan’s principles for designing research problems), the 

research question, the general objective, at least, three specific objectives, a hypothesis, 

and the research methods. Your research design can be quantitative, qualitative, doctrinal, 

or any combination of these approaches. 

Bill Gates Made $7.5 Billion during the Pandemic; Who Made More 

Investor’s Business Daily 

 MATT KRANTZ 
 08:00 AM ET 08/11/2020 

https://www.investors.com/author/krantzm/


Bill Gates got many of his calls right about the pandemic — including good books to read during 

quarantine. And he’s also scoring unrivaled market gains in the meantime only a few S&P 500 investors 

can match. And that includes Jeff Bezos' $67.9 billion gain on Amazon.com (AMZN), Mark 

Zuckerberg's $37.8 billion haul on Facebook (FB) and Elon Musk's $33.6 billion gain on Tesla (TSLA). 

In fact, Gates plus just nine other big investors in top stocks are up nearly $234 billion from the S&P 

500's March 23 low.  

Why do such big winners matter? Investors are increasingly concerned about how concentrated many top 

indexes are becoming. Massive gains by a handful of stocks are pushing their influence in major indexes 

to historic levels. Consider the S&P 500. Just five stocks: Apple (AAPL), Microsoft, Amazon, Facebook 

and Alphabet, account for 23% of the world’s most popular stock market benchmark. 

And the Nasdaq 100 index is even more top-heavy. Those same five stocks account for 46% of the 

Invesco QQQ ETF (QQQ). And, if you add in Tesla, that rises to nearly 48%. 

And it’s clear in individual gains how top-heavy gains are. 

Jeff Bezos is The S&P 500 Champion, Beats Bill Gates 

There's not many people who can compare stock gains with Gates — and win — but Jeff Bezos is one of 

them. Bezos has lightened his holdings, but he still own nearly 55 million shares of Amazon, or 10.9%. 

And, when a stock goes up 65% from March lows, like Amazon, that’s a very profitable move. The 

value of Bezos' stake is up $68 billion from then, as the S&P 500 company is perfectly positioned in the 

pandemic. 

Apple is mostly owned by institutions, but its huge gain this year has a famous winner: Warren Buffett. 

In part due to Berkshire Hathaway's massive position in Apple, the stock is up 33% from the March low. 

Buffett’s stake in the Berkshire holding is now worth $19.6 billion more than it was in March. 

https://www.investors.com/etfs-and-funds/sectors/bill-gates-coronavirus-manifesto-reveals-forecasts-investors/
https://www.investors.com/news/management/bill-gates-binge-reading-watching-quarantine/
https://www.investors.com/news/management/bill-gates-binge-reading-watching-quarantine/
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=AMZN
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=FB
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=TSLA
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=AAPL
https://www.investors.com/news/spy-stock-buy-now/
https://www.investors.com/news/technology/qqq-stock-buy-now/
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=QQQ


Top 

Individual 

Holder 

Company Ticker 

Stock 

% Ch. 

From 

March 

23 Low 

Shares  Owned 

(Millions) 

Gain 

From 

Low ($ 

Billions) 

Sector 
Composite 

Rating 

Jeff Bezos Amazon.com (AMZN) 65.4% 54.5 $67.9 
Consumer 

Discretionary 
99 

Mark 

Zuckerberg 
Facebook (FB) 77.6% 329.3 $37.8 

Communication 

Services 
97 

Elon Musk Tesla (TSLA) 226.6% 34.1 $33.6 
Consumer 

Discretionary 
96 

Warren 

Buffett 

Berkshire 

Hathaway 
(BRKA) 32.8% 0.248 $19.6 Financials 67 

Walton 

Enterprises* 
Walmart (WMT) 15.4% 1,000.9 $17.6 

Consumer 

Staples 
74 

Sergey Brin Alphabet (GOOGL) 42.0% 38.4 $17.0 
Communication 

Services 
87 

Lawrence 

Ellison 
Oracle (ORCL) 24.3% 1,138.7 $12.2 

Information 

Technology 
77 

Philip 

Knight 
Nike (NKE) 67.9% 276.8 $11.8 

Consumer 

Discretionary 
68 

Lawrence 

Page 
Alphabet (GOOGL) 42.0% 19.95 $8.8 

Communication 

Services 
87 

Bill Gates Microsoft (MSFT) 53.1% 103.4 $7.5 
Information 

Technology 
97 

Source: IBD, S&P Global Market Intelligence, * family holding of Sam Walton 

https://www.investors.com/etfs-and-funds/sectors/bill-gates-whos-making-more-money-during-

pandemic/ 
 

2. Explain and discuss the following statements about science made by Paul Feyerabend. 

What does he mean? Do you agree? Why or why not? Find some contemporary examples 

to illustrate Feyerabend’s statements. 

https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=AMZN
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=FB
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=TSLA
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=BRKA
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=WMT
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=GOOGL
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=ORCL
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=NKE
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=GOOGL
https://research.investors.com/quote.aspx?symbol=MSFT


 

 

Section B: (50%) 

3. Explain and illustrate with, at least, three examples, the following quote: “Two kinds of 

problem with the idea that scientific knowledge is derived from the facts by some kind of 

inductive inference. The first concerned the issue of specifying just what an adequate 

inductive argument is. The second involved the circularity involved in attempts to justify 

induction” (Chalmers). 

4. Look for contemporary ads (TV, newspapers, billboards, online, etc.) that make reference 

to science. Discuss the conception of science in those ads. 

5. Look for a peer-reviewed journal article that follows a quantitative approach and discuss 

its structure and method of data collection. 

6. Look for a peer-reviewed journal article that follows a qualitative approach and discuss its 

structure and method of data collection. 

7. Design a short research project about a legal problem. Include the following in your design: 

research problem, research question, general objective, hypothesis, and theoretical 

framework. 

8. Design a short research project about a Political Science problem. Include the following in 

your design: research problem, research question, general objective, hypothesis, and 

theoretical framework. 

9. Explain and discuss the following chart.  



 

Source: What is this thing called Science? (Chalmers, 2013). 

 

10. Explain and discuss the following chart. 

 


