
  

LEGAL RESEARCH METHODS CLASS ACTIVITIES* 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

ONTOLOGICAL DIMENSION 

Discussion questions 

 

 

• Does reality exist? Why or why not? Does the world of things exist? Does the world of 

ideas exist? 

• What is reality? 

• Does reality exist independently of the human mind, or does reality exist exclusively in 

the mind? 



• Does law exist? Is law real? If so, how? In which world? 

• What is the value of ontology? Why is it worth asking ontological questions? 

• Which philosopher better explains the nature of reality? Why? 

• Listen to the song Reality by Vladimir Cosma and analyze it. What ontological theory 

predominates in the song? 

 

Reality 

 

 

Met you by surprise, 

I didn't realize 

That my life would change forever 

Saw you standing there, 

I didn't know I cared 

There was something special in the air 

Dreams are my reality, 

The only kind of real fantasy 

Illusions are a common thing 

I try to live in dreams 

It seems as if it's meant to be 

Dreams are my reality, 

A different kind of reality 

I dream of loving in the night 

And loving seems alright 

May be my foolishness has past 

And may be now at last 

I'll see how a real thing can be 

Dreams are my reality, 

A wonderous world where I like to be 

I dream of holding you all night 

And holding you seems right 

Perhaps that's my reality 

Met you by surprise, 

I didn't realize 

That my life would change forever 

Tell me that it's true, 

Feelings that are cue 

I feel something special about you 

Dreams are my reality, 



Although it's only fantasy 

If you do exist, 

Honey don't resist 

Show me a new way of loving 

Tell me that it's true, 

Show me what to do 

I feel something special about you 

Dreams are my reality, 

The only kind of reality 

 

 

A wonderous world where I like to be 

Illusions are a common thing 

I try to live in dreams 

Although it's only fantasy 

Dreams are my reality, 

I like to dream of you close to me 

I dream of loving in the night 

And loving you seems right 

Perhaps that's my reality 

Discussion questions 

 

• What is science? 

• What makes something a science? 

• What is the purpose of science? 

• What is the scientific method? 

• What is the differnce between science and non-science? 

• Is the scientific method better than an opinion or a hunch? 

• What is research? 

• What do we do research for? Why do we research in university? Is it important? Why or 

why not? 

• Discuss Elon Musk’s tweet. What does he mean? Do you agree with this policy? Why or 

why not? 



 

• Discuss the following cartoon. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND SCIENTISTS 

 

1. Look for TV ads that make refererence to science. Discuss the conception of science in 

those ads. 

2. Discuss the following ads. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3. What has the role of science and scientists been during the Covid-19 pandemic? 

 



 

4. Who is a scientist? What is the stereotypic image of a scientist? 

5. Describe your favourite popular culture scientist and figure out the scientific conception 

that your scientist probably holds. 

6. Discuss the draw-a-scientist test. 

 

 

 

Modern Science 

• Who was Francis Bacon? 

• Why is he considerd the father of Modern Science? 

• What is his connection to Law? 



• What was his conception of Law? 

• What are his major writings in Law? 

• What are the Maxims of Common Law? 

• What method did Bacon follow in the  Maxims of Common Law? Find examples. 

 

The Vienna Circle 

 

• What was the Vienna Circle? 

• Who were its main members? 

• Who was Karl Popper? 

• What are the major tenets of the Vienna Circle? 

• What are the main criticisms of the Vienna Circle’s doctrines? 

 

Influential authors 

 



Choose one of the following authors and discuss their major works, their main contributions 

to epistemology and methodology, and their conceptions of science. 

• Louis Althusser  

• Gaston Bachelard 

• Pierre Bourdieu 

• Thomas Khun 

• Larry Laudan 

• Paul Feyerabend 

• Alan Chalmers 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION 

• Discuss the notion of science. Do you agree? Why or why not? 

• What does it mean that all sciences, including natural sciences, are a social construction? 

• What are the implications of the notion of science? 

• Is external recognition a must for a disciplinary community to be considered scientific? 

• Is Psychoanalysis a science according to the proposed notion of science? Why or why 

not? 



 

 

Discuss Paul Feyerabend’s statements about science. What does he mean? Do you agree? 

Why or why not? Find some contemporary examples to illustrate Feyerabend’s statements. 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH PROBLEM 



 

• Write a research problem about a non legal or academic matter. 

• Identify the type of research problem, e.g., external conceptual problem, internal 

conceptual problem, etc. 

• Identify the structure of the research problem. 

• Identify all the elements of the research problem. 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

• Write a research problem about a non legal and non-academic matter. 

• Write the research objective. 

• Write the hypothesis. 

 



LITERATURE REVIEW 

• Write a brief fictional but well structured literature review on a non legal and non-

academic matter. 

 

QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS 

• Listen to the song Seasons of Love available at:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hj7LRuusFqo 

• What is the song about? What is its main message? 

• What is the importance of measuring in science and everyday life? 

• Can everything be measured?  

• Are there different ways of measuring? Is measuring overrated? 

• Discuss Einstein’s quote: “Everything that counts cannot necessarily be counted.” 



 

• Look for a peer-reviewed article that uses a quantitative method and discuss its structure 

and method. 

• Identify the research problem, objective, hypothesis (independent and dependent 

variables) and conclusions from the following videos. 

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTghEXKNj7g 

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4a9fPmd3c2E 

 

QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS 

Choose one of the following qualitative methods and explain it. Give examples. 

• Interviews. 



• Surveys. 

• Focus groups. 

• Observation and ethnographies. 

• Action research. 

• Life histories. 

• Introspection. 

• Case studies. 

• Artifacts, texts, and cultural productions. 

 

• Design the research methodology for your non-legal and non-academic problem.  

• Include the triangulation of three different methods and, at least, two different data 

sources. 

 

LAW AND SCIENCE 

• Is law a science? Why or why not? 

• Are lawyers scientists? Why or why not? 

• Are legal scholars (professors, researchers) scientists? Why or why not? 

• Discuss the Science in law movement. What is science in court? Give examples. 



• Discuss the following quote. Do you agree? Why or why not? 

Both law and science derive their normative and epistemological legitimacy from public 

processes, particularly processes of rational inquiry. Whether the source of positive law is a 

democratic or autocratic sovereign, the rule of law derives its authority from the specification of 

binding rules of evidence and decision, thus constraining how even autocratic governments enact 

their policies. Beyond procedural technicalities, fundamental legal rights and the acquiescence of 

the governed can be analogized to the consensus formed among scientists through replicable and 

revisable procedures assessed through peer review. 

 

Law and Social Sciences 

• Find an article on Law and a Social Science published in a US Law School journal. 

• Discuss the author’s credentials. 

• Summarize the article. 

• Describe the theoretical framework. 

• Describe the method used in the article. 

• Evaluate the usefulness of the article. 

• Deconstruct and critically analyze the article. 

The Legal Method (Context of application) 

Think of a simple legal problem. Design a mini research project according to one of the 

following schools/authors. 

• American Legal Realism (Holmes). 

• Natural law. 

• European Legal Realism.  



• Positivism (Kelsen). 

• Christopher Langdell.  

 

  

 

* TRIGGER WARNINGS  

 

Some materials in this course may be sensitive. Course materials, including lectures, class 

activities, hypotheticals, scenarios, examples, court cases, and films shown in class, may have 

mature content, including violent, sexual, and strong language content. 



Disclaimers 

Except for newspaper articles and court cases, all class activities are hypothetical and fictitious. 

Any resemblance to actual persons, institutions, or events is purely coincidental. The views and 

opinions expressed in the articles assigned for reading in this course, as well as those expressed 

in videos shown in class, are those of the authors or the individuals who made those opinions and 

do not necessarily reflect the position of the course professor. Questions, follow-up questions, 

examples, and comments made within the context of class activities do not purport to reflect the 

opinions or views of the course professor. All such articles, comments, questions, examples, and 

activities are meant solely to facilitate the discussion and study of Law. They are not meant to 

advocate or promote any crime or unlawful action. Neither are they meant to advance any 

ideological perspective. Discretion advised before signing up for this course. 

 


